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E-mail: holyspirit@shaw.ca Hall: 604-521-3124 Hall Rental: 604-521-0334 www.holyspiritrcchurch.ca
Parish Priest: Rev. David P. Hughes   Parish Office Hours: Tuesday – Friday 10.00 a.m. until 5.00 p.m.

Parish Office: Closed on Mondays -Weekday Masses: Tuesday & Friday 7.00 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday and Saturday 9.00 a.m. 

Eucharist Adoration on the First Friday of the month 5.30 p.m. - 6.30 p.m. followed by Benediction. 

Sunday Masses: Saturday Evening – 5.00 p.m. Sunday 9.00 a.m. & 10.30 a.m.

Rosary: 20 minutes before 9.00 a.m. Sunday Mass.

Baptism:

By appointment within a minimum of two months notice (during the pregnancy) so that instructions can be given to the parents and godparents about their duties and responsibilities in this Sacrament. 
Marriage:

A minimum of six months notices with one of the parties registered in the parish and practicing their faith. The Marriage Preparation course is mandatory. Please ask for the – - Guidelines for the celebration of Marriage”

Funerals:

Please contact the parish office before making any arrangements with the Funeral home.

“The challenge to today’s believers is to communicate the joy born of faith and the experience of God’s love.”
Home visitation of the sick: Please let the parish office know if you or a loved one is seriously ill, or going into hospital, house bound because of sickness, so that arrangements for you (them) to receive the Sacraments.

New Parishioners: Please take the time to register yourselves in the parish. Forms are available in the vestibule of the Church or pick up one from the parish office during office hours. They can also be down loaded from the parish web page: www.holyspirtrcchurch.ca. 
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PRO-LIFE NEWS 
Every Catholic has been asked  to join to gether in a Novena (9 days) of prayer for the protection of the unborn staring today January 11, 2009. The purpose of this novena is two-fold (a)  that Our Heavenly Father will see our seriousness to defend the unborn child for the horror of Abortion. (b) That the bill before US Congress (FOCA - Freedom of Choice Act) which is to be signed into law on January 21st  or 22nd , 2009 will net be signed by the New President of USA. If this bill is signed and becomes law then as many of 30 Catholic Hospitals will be closed because they will not be able to comply with that law – to kill the unborn child at any stage during the pregancy.

Please pray a Rosary a day for Nine Days – or Attend Nine daily Masses make your intention to Protect the Unborn Child.

Freedom of Choice Act: 1) All hospitals, including Catholic hospitals will be required to perform abortions upon request. If this happens Bishops vow to close down all Catholic hospitals, more than 30% of all hospitals in the United States.2) Partial birth abortions would be legal and have no limitations. 3) All U.S. tax payers would be funding abortions. 4) Parental notification will no longer be required. 5) The number of abortions will increase by a minimum of 100,000 annually.
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Perhaps most importantly the government will now have control in the issue of abortion. This could result in a future amendment that would force women by law to have abortions in certain situations (rape, down syndrome babies, etc) and could even regulate how many children women are allowed to have.
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January 11th, 2009
Becoming a "New Age" Catholic

If you are a churchgoer, I am sure over the years you have heard plenty of people say, "I don't go to church-it's just too full of hypocrites." 
 "Hypocrisy" was also the reason given by 1,000's of "New Age Christians" who left their traditional churches to explore other religions on their own.  "New Age" is not, in itself, a religion it is a cult.  
It is a wide variety of different practices used by people who refer to themselves more as "seekers" of spiritual truth and fulfilment rather than understanding that Christ has founded His Church upon the rock of Peter which professes the complete truth, transmitted by the written word and of the spoken word of the Apostles, who had been hand picked by Christ and to whom Christ given the authority to Baptize and Forgive Sins, and to Heal the sick. On the feast of Pentecost the Holy Spirit was given to them to make it possible to proclaim that truth to all nations. 

Therefore, perhaps we have not really understood that Jesus' Baptism by John as the beginning of the real "New Age."  Once Jesus is claimed by God as "beloved Son", Jesus is sent out to be "the light of nations, to open the eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, and those who live in darkness from the dungeon."  This is clearly the opening of the New Age, if ever there was one!  

And yet, Jesus "does not break the crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame." Do we also respect even the smallest attempts by others to seek and find God?  Do we imitate Jesus and extend mercy to all seekers?

         Go in peace to love and serve our God!
Parish Information and from around the Archdiocese.

“Who will bear witness to the voice of Christ today? Imitating the life of Christ begins by responding to his call in the ordinary places of life.”
Prayers for the Sick of the Parish and for those who have requested them: Archbishop Roussin; Mrs. Teresa Aucoin; Mrs. Palmira Bordignon; Mr & Mrs Cassty; Mrs. Rebecca Dragani; Mrs. Heather Stillwell; Mrs I. Zanocco. Mrs. Christine Prott .May the healing power of the Lord Jesus, touch and heal their bodies.

Social Gatherings
Family Dinner tonight from 4.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. Members of our Philippine Community are preparing this evenings “family meal” Please support this parish event, meet old friends and make some new ones.
Pancake Breakfast:  The first pancake breakfast for 2009 will take place on Sunday January 18th, 2009 following both Sunday Masses. I would ask you to support our local council of the Knights of Columbus in their activities in serving the Church and the parish community.

Special Mass: Sunday January 25th, 2009 at 3.00 p.m. at Holy Rosary Cathedral to mark the liturgical succession of Archbishop Miller. In attendance will be Archbishop Luigi Ventura, Apostolic Nuncio to Canada.
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Knights of Columbus:  You can read more about the history of the Knights on our parish web page: www.holyspiritrcchurch.ca Link to K of C web page. Or phone the Grand Knight Mr. Theo Vanden Hoven at 604-525-3447

Catholic Women’s League: The first meeting of the parish group will take place on Tuesday January 20th, 2009. We will commence with a mass at 7.00 p.m. and the meeting will follow in the parish hall.  This is the first meeting and hopefully, we will have a good turn out, this is open to all the ladies of the parish.

"Thanks for the Memories" Gala Dinner February 6 - Holy Cross Elementary School will celebrate their 50 years of Catholic education on Friday, February 6, 2009 at the Italian Cultural Centre. Dinner, silent/live auctions, entertainment and more. Tickets are $75 each, please call 604.299.3530 or email fundraising@holycrosselementary.ca for information.

Valentines’ Dinner Dance: On February 14th, the parish will be hosting a dinner and dance in our parish hall. We have booked the caterier “Flames Catering”  we are now in the process of arranging the music. Tickets will be on sale next week, so please book the date now so that you do not have any clashes. This will be your last opportunity for a big “bash” before we start the Holy Season of Lent, where we are all called to fast, from many things, do  works of penance and extra spiritual things that are pleasing to the Lord God.
Evangelisation

PREP:  Classes for 2009 will begin on January 14th, 2009. At 6.30 p.m...
Mass time change: On Sunday March 8th, 2009 (when day light saving begins) the 10.30 mass will move to 11.00 a.m.

Liturgy of the Word for children: We will recommence the liturgy of the Word on January 18th at the 10.30 mass. It has been suggested that we also run a program at the 9.00 a.m. However, we are in need of at least four team couples to help make this ministry work for our young people. If you would like to offer your services then please contact Fr. David or Stephen Dee, so that we can start to make the necessary arrangements.

Catechetical Formation Courses open to anyone wishing to deepen their faith. Each course also forms part of the Vancouver Archdiocesan Certificate for either - PREP, RCIA or LWC. For a complete list of courses visit:  www.rcav.bc.ca/ore
Saturday, January 24th 10 am-4 pm
Rosemary Heights Retreat Centre, Surrey
Catholic History Guest Speaker Series - St. Mary’s Young Adult Leadership Team
Jan 12: the Catholic Sisters' work with Japanese Canadians in the Interior by Jacqueline Gresko - Author of "Traditions of Faith & Service".
Jan 19: History of the Catholic Church in the Lower Mainland till 1950 by Ann Marie Carlson - St. Mark's College Grad Student.
Jan 26: Stories of restoring Catholic Church historical monuments by Sharon Syrette - co-author of "Spirit in the Land: Our Place of Prayer".
Location: St. Mary’s Catholic Church Basement at 7:00 - 9:00 pm. Early bird registration is a one time fee of $5 and $10 at the door.   Please register by emailing smyac_team@yahoo.ca
Check it out on the web – Catholics Come Home .org- by Kyle Neilson
“Coming home has never been easier.” So begins the friendly and informative introduction to this most useful website, dedicated to helping Catholics and non-Catholics come home to the Catholic Church. 
Attractively presented and easy to navigate, the main page offers three main categories for its browsers: “I used to be Catholic,” “I’m not Catholic,” and “I’m Catholic,” linking to testimonials, frequently asked questions about the faith, recommended reading materials, a “parish finder” tool, and more. 
Among its many useful and effective items, I would highlight its “Real People-True Stories” page, which offers sixteen brief, professionally produced testimonials of those who have returned to the Church. They are very moving and credible. Also, the homepage invites you to view three television commercials produced by the organization which are exceptional. The organization uses donations to buy airtime for these ads on national TV, referring viewers to the website for further information.  If you want to gently invite someone to “take another look” at the Church, here is a simple and effective way to do so. “Catholicscomehome.org”
Vocation Live-In – Seminary of Christ the King - On the weekend of February 13 - 15 there will be a Vocation Live-In for boys or young men interested in the priesthood or the consecrated life, at the Seminary of Christ the King, Mission, BC. For more info, call 604.826.8715.

Winter Olympics 2010

Help Vancouver Welcome the World - In Every Language
With teams from over 80 countries coming to Vancouver for the 2010 Winter Games, parishioners are invited to be part of the Olympic and Paralympic experience by volunteering their time, skills, and heart in welcoming the international sport community to our beautiful city and region. If you speak a second language, then you can play a special role in providing language, office and transportation support to Olympic and Paralympic delegations from one of these countries and meet extraordinary people from around the world.

Interviews are already underway. Learn more about this unique volunteer experience with the National Olympic Committee/ National Paralympic Committee Services team at Vancouver 2010 by e-mailing: NOCNPC_Assistants@vancouver2010.com or going to vancouver2010.com/Volunteer. Opportunities/NOC/NPC Assistant position or calling 778.328.6655 or 1.866.925.8657.

Traditions of Faith and Service - A sample of the 100th Anniversary book "Traditions of Faith and Service" can be found at the Archdiocesan website: http://www.rcav.org/book/index_new.htm  Any questions regarding the book can be directed to Ms. Anthea Seles, Archivist at 604.683.0281 ext 302 or at aseles@rcav.bc.ca
Parish Stewardship
Offerings January 4, 2009
“Thus says the Lord: Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased.”   - Isaiah 42:1
5.00 p.m.
Loose:
55.07
   
Envelopes:  230.00

9.00 a.m.

Loose:
48.50
   

Envelopes: 390.00

10.30 a.m.

Loose:
49.88
   

Envelopes:   882.00 
At our own Baptism, each of us became a servant of the Lord. God has chosen us and equipped us to do special work for Him. Everything that we accomplish in this life is a direct result of all that God has given to us. The question is: Are we accomplishing the things God put us here to do? Are we acting as God’s servant or are we only serving our own needs? Is God pleased with the way we are fulfilling His special plan for us?
What is tithing?

Tithing is the practice, established by God in the Old Testament, of returning 10% of your blessings to God. Originally the tithe was given to the temple or the Church in the form of produce or livestock, since this really was the only income that the people had. As our society shifted from a barter-based system of trade to a monetary exchange system, the tithe began to be paid in currency. Whether one gave monetary income or profit from the fields was really not as important as it was for the believer to understand that the tithe was what was owed to God. The tithe was not given based on the needs of the priests, of the Church or of the poor. It was given simply in recognition and gratitude for the blessings that God had bestowed on the individual. Thus, every believer had a need to tithe to God.

“The tithes of the herd and the flock shall be determined by ceding to the Lord as sacred every tenth animal as they are counted by the herdsman’s rod.” - Leviticus 27:32       

Progoff Intensive Journal Program for Self-Development – January 16 & 17
The first phase, "LIFE CONTEXT" [Part 1, gaining a perspective on life] will be presented at St. Augustine’s Parish on Jan 16 & 17, 2009 by Fr. Bernie McCosham, O.M.I., an authorized consultant for this National Program.  Pre-registration is required.  To register please send name and address to: Fr. B. McCosham at 1311 The Crescent, Vancouver, BC. V6H 1T7 with $50 deposit.  Total cost $130, which includes lunch and supper on Sat, Jan 17. Further information on Intensive Journal: www.intensivejournal.org 
Catholic 2009Calendars are available for a donation of 

$2.00. Each
Centennial Celebration at GM Place
DVD’s of the 100th anniversary celebration are available to buy online www.rcav.org/dvdsale or through the Chancery office for $15. The DVD’s feature the entire celebration at GM Place, including the parish procession, as well as the entire Mass celebrated by Cardinal Marc Ouellet.  The DVD is conveniently divided into 44 chapters, and is emblazoned with the Archdiocesan crest.
To arrange purchase of the DVD contact Jeff Graham at jgraham@rcav.bc.ca or by calling 604.683.0281.
ShareLent Workshop - January 24 
All are invited to participate in the 2009 Development and Peace ShareLent Workshop to be held at St. Patrick’s Church, Vancouver from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm.  Come and learn how you can help improve living and working conditions in 70 impoverished countries around the world.  Development and Peace is the official development agency of the Canadian Catholic Church.  For more info, please contact John Gabor at john.gabor@devp.org 
TOUR OF THE ALPINE COUNTRIES and the OBERAMMERGAU PASISON PLAY

Departure – June 11, 2010 Led by Fr. David Hughes - (Save $200 if deposit is made by March 15, 2009. For information, call Priscilla at Sampaguita Travel 604 874-9533 flyers available in the vestibule of the Church.

Thank you to everyone who supported the New Years Eve Dinner Dance. The food was a feast for a king, music that kept everyone “fit”. Thank you Theo, John N. Mark, Lucy, Lina, Marissa, Andrew, Deborah, John Z, Francesca, Perla, Joe for putting on a great night for everyone to bring in 2009.

With a grateful heart I wish to express my sincere thanks to those parishioners who sent me Christmas cards and for those who were generous give a gift. Thank you. Fr. David[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]






